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                        Leon A. McBryde

The Fantasy Factory, Ltd.

PO Box 12, Buchanan, VA 24066

Mr. McBryde is President of The Fantasy Factory, Ltd., a multi-faceted corporation through which he has developed motivational seminars and television shows for children; created a manufacturing division - ProKnows® - which produces noses for clowns globally; produced shows for the McDonalds Corporation, and developed training programs for clowns to the extent that he is a sought-after lecturer and performer throughout the U.S. and the world.  In conjunction with Mehron, Inc. The Fantasy Factory, Ltd. introduced ProFace® - a line of clown makeup that is now used by clowns worldwide.  His newest product is a practice face for the face painting industry.


In 1990 one of his concepts became a reality when he presented his "Let the Laughter Loose" program in Galveston Island, Texas - this program was designed to release tension and create laughter for disaster-struck locations.  Since then it has been implemented in other areas.


In 1990 Mr. McBryde was honored by being inducted into the International Clown Hall of Fame.


In the summers of 1992 through 2008 Mr. McBryde developed and created a summer camp for serious clowns called Advanced Studies in the Performance Art of Clowning.  


In 2007, Mr. McBryde added a dimension to his performing repertoire - he became Santa Claus - real beard and all.  This change precipitated the retirement of his character "Buttons" and the development of his new clown character "OZ" to accommodate the beard.


When Mr. McBryde is not on the road lecturing and performing, he can be found at his home on the James River near Roanoke, VA, with his wife, Linda.  They have two sons, Casey, a mechanical engineer, and Adam, a computer graphics designer and print systems designer.


A fellow Ringling clown once said of Leon McBryde, "BIG has always summed up this man's approach to life".
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